THE RELIGION OF ANCIENT ROME

at the boundaries (Terminaha) and the offering
to the Lares at the 'marches' (Compitaha), of
which we have spoken in treating of the worship
of the house

The other group of winter-festivals is of a much
more gloomy and less definitely rustic type, though
they clearly date from the period of the agricul-
tural community Of the Feralia of February
21, the culmination of the festival of the kindred
dead (Parentafaa), we have already spoken The
Larentalia is a very mysterious occasion, and was
supposed by the Romans themselves to be an
offering 'at the tomb' of a legendary Acca
Larentia, mistress of Hercules But we have seen
reason to think that Larentia was in reality a
deity of the dead, and the ' tomb' a mundus if
so, we have another link between the winter
season and the worship of the underworld There
remains the weird festival of the Lupercaha on
February 15, to which we have had occasion to
refer several times, and which Ixas become more
familiar to most of us than other Roman festivals
owing to its political use by Mark Antony in
44 B.C As we have argued already, it seems to
belong to the very oldest stratum of the Palatine
settlement, and we may therefore appropriately
close this account of the early festivals with a
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